New Landscapes Resource Sheet – Changes to School Structures and Curricular 

The UK education system is currently undergoing great change. This will affect arts education in all its forms and have implications for teachers, arts organisations, freelance artists, youth workers and policy makers. 

Free Schools
· Free schools are non-profit making, independent, state-funded schools and will usually be new schools.
· Unlike normal state-funded schools, free schools are not controlled by the local authority.
· The creation of free schools was authorised by the Coalition Government’s Academies Act 2010. 

· Because free schools are outside of the local authority, they can set their own pay and conditions for staff; do not have to follow the National Curriculum; have control over their own budget; and can change the length of school terms and the school day.
· Funding for free schools is worked out on a per pupil basis, like other schools. Groups running free schools cannot make a profit.
· Free schools will have the same Ofsted inspections as all state schools. 
· The first 24 free schools opened in autumn 2011.
· The Haberdashers’ Aske’s Federation has opened a fee school called, ‘Hatcham Temple Grove Free School’ in September 2013 on the existing Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham College estate. The curriculum will be based on the International Primary Curriculum and will be taught in two languages.  It has since established itself as an ‘Outstanding’ school’ (Ofsted July 2015).
Academies
· Academies are independently managed, all-ability schools. 
· They are set up by sponsors from business, faith or voluntary groups in partnership with the DfE and the local authority. Together these groups fund the land and buildings, with the government covering the running costs.
· Academies are required to follow the National Curriculum but are expected to specialise in areas such as art, sport or technology.
· Academies were established under the Blair Government’s Learning and Skills Act 2000 and were frequently used as a tool to turn around under-performing secondary schools.
· Academies were broadened by the Coalition Government in the Academies Act 2010, and the government has since invited all schools to become academies if they are “performing well” (with stable or improving results above or moving towards the national average, and judged by Ofsted to have the capacity to improve) of if they apply in a formal partnership with a school that is performing well.

· The number of academies has grown from 203 in May 2010 to 4,500 in England on March 2015.
· There are currently four academies open in Lewisham: Tidemill Primary School, St Matthew Academy, Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham College, and Haberdashers’ Aske’s Knights Academy.
National Curriculum review
· The Coalition government launched a National Curriculum (NC) review for both primary and secondary schools in January 2011.The review was created with the intention of reducing the number of subjects that should be compulsorily taught in English schools and to determine what subjects should be taught at what age.
· The review consultation received 5,763 responses, with strong support being shown for keeping Art and Design and Music in the National Curriculum. 
· The new NC does not state that ART is compulsory for pupils in KS4. 
· The NC does not provide in depth context of how ART should be implemented but it does give teachers the freedom to develop on the different skills. 
· The new NC is intended to be more challenging, the content is now more simplified than the previous curriculum, focusing on essential core subject knowledge and skills such as essay writing and computer programming.
Henley Review of Cultural Education

· The Coalition Government began a review of cultural education in April 2011, headed by Darren Henley following his review into music education, with a consultation period from 8 April to 20 May 2011.
· The consultation asked respondents to comment on topics including what type of cultural education a child should experience at each key stage; what works best about the way cultural education is currently delivered and what could be improved; and what would be the ideal funding and delivery structure for cultural education.
· The report by Henley is now available online.
The National Plan for Music Education
· The Importance of Music: The National Plan for Music Education was published in December 2011. This National Plan extends to 2020, although the medium-term funding

· announcements cover a shorter period, to 2015.
· The plan was based on the recommendations of the Henley Review of Music Education. 

· A key recommendation of the plan is the establishment of music education hubs, which will be a collection of organisations working in a local area to create joined up, high quality music education provision for young people, in and out of school, building on existing local authority music services.
· Hubs should ensure that every child aged 5-18 can learn to play a musical instrument through whole-class teaching and provide children with opportunities to play in ensembles and perform from an early age. The hubs will assist young people to access progression routes within and beyond the hub. 
· Music hubs will focus on assessing and meeting the local needs of children in each area. 
· Hubs will develop a singing strategy to ensure that pupils sing regularly and can perform in choirs. 
· The plan recommends that all schools should provide high quality music education as part of a broad and balanced curriculum.
· The Mayor of Lewisham has approved Lewisham Music Service to bid as lead partner to create a hub on behalf of the local authority and if successful, will further develop and refine relationships with partners.
· Lewisham Music is a registered charity funded by Arts Council England and is the lead music education hub organisation for Lewisham. They have a large team of music tutors who deliver vocal and instrumental programmes for over 6,000 young people aged five–18 in most of the borough's schools. They provide over 3,000 instruments to schools and families. Lewisham Music also runs after-school ensembles and a Saturday centre. They deliver an extensive programme of projects and live events.

English Baccalaureate
· The English Baccalaureate was introduced as a performance measure in the 2010 performance tables and recognises where pupils have secured a C grade or better across a core of academic subjects – English, mathematics, history or geography, the sciences and a language.

· The Ebacc is intended to encourage students to take subjects that may be needed for entry to university.
· To count towards the English part of the EBacc, pupils need to take both English literature and English language GCSE exams.
· For exams taken in 2018 onwards, pupils will need to take one of the following options:

-GCSE combined science – pupils take 2 GCSEs that cover the 3 main sciences, biology, chemistry, and physics

-3 single sciences at GCSE – pupils choose 3 subjects from biology, chemistry, physics, and computer science
The Bridge Network
· Announced by the Arts Council in 2011, the Bridge network is a group of ten organisations based in each region which provide a direct link between the work of arts organisations and schools and communities.
· They work with local schools, art organisations, museums, libraries, music education hubs, local authorities, Further Education and Higher Education Institutions and many other partners to develop a network of cultural provision. 

· The Arts Council invests £10 million a year in Bridge organisations, who will catalyse and coordinate the activity to meet the Cultural Education Challenge. They are working in at last 50 places across the country to galvanize local cultural education partnerships and they will require other strong convenors to come forward to progress and deliver on the challenge locally.

· Bridge Organisations are co-funded with the Department for Education.
· The Bridge network for London is A New Direction, working with four associate bridge organisations: Deptford-based Apples and Snakes; Sadler’s Wells; Roundhouse; and Lyric Hammersmith.
Arts Award

· Arts Award is an award that supports young people to enjoy the arts and develop creative leadership skills. 

· Arts Award is open to anyone aged up to 25, and embraces all interests and backgrounds

· Arts Award Explore is an Entry Level (Entry 3) qualification on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) and is open to children and young people aged up to 25.
· Bronze Arts Award is a Level 1 qualification on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) and is open to young people aged 11 to 25.
· Silver Arts Award is a Level 2 qualification on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) and is open to young people aged 11 to 25.
· Gold Arts Award is a Level 3 qualification on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) and is open to young people aged 11 to 25.  The award has 16 points on the UCAS tariff.  
· Arts Award is managed by Trinity College London in association with Arts Council England.

Lewisham Education Arts Network is interested in hearing your views about these changes and what they mean for your work. Please contact Jane Hendrie at jane@leanarts.org.uk with any comments. Links to further information online are available on our website at www.leanarts.org.uk
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