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Introduction 
 
The Sojourner Trust will primarily make grants to charities and not-for-profit organisations 
benefitting young people (aged 10-25 years) of African and African-Caribbean origin (including 
mixed race) living in the London boroughs of Lambeth, Southwark or Lewisham.  
 
Grants will be awarded to registered charities and community groups, with a focus on education 
and personal development, which are able to demonstrate that a modest award will make a 
significant difference to their work. 
 
The Sojourner Trust is now ‘winding down’ such that its funds must be distributed within this 
period of grant-making.  
 
For this reason, we do not offer: 

 
 

Support over a period of more than one year 
 

The chance to re-apply in the future (whether your application is successful or not) 

 
 

 

Are You Eligible? 
 
We will consider applications from community groups, registered charities and 
charitable organisations with, at minimum, the following: 
 

 A constitution or other governing document 
 

 A management committee of at least three people 
 

 A bank account in the name of the organisation 
 

 Bank payments requiring at least two unrelated signatories 
 

 At least one year’s independently examined financial accounts 
 
At this stage, we do not require proof of any of the above; however, should your 
application be taken to the next stage, we will require evidence of these items. If 
your organisation does not have one or more of the above but can demonstrate a 
close match to our funding criteria you may still be able to apply. Where this is the 
case, please get in touch to establish eligibility. 
 
Please also check our list of exclusions very carefully (see page 5). If any of these 
apply to your organisation or its activity, you will not be considered for funding 
and we strongly recommend that you do not apply.  
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Our Funding Criteria 
 
We will only consider applications demonstrating a close fit to the criteria listed below. 
 
 

Geographic 
 
The Sojourner Trust will only fund work benefitting those residing in the following South London 
boroughs: 
 

           Lambeth  Southwark      Lewisham  
 
 

We are willing to consider applications 
from organisations based elsewhere in 
the UK, only if they are benefitting 
people that currently reside within the 
three stated boroughs and can 
demonstrate a track record of working 
with the target beneficiary group. 
 
The activities offered may take place outside of the priority boroughs, where the nature of the 
project requires this. Participants’ travel costs would need to be budgeted for where this is the 
case. 
 
Priority will be given to organisations that can demonstrate close community links within the 
stated Boroughs. 

 
 

Beneficiaries 
 

Ethnicity: The trust will fund work that targets those of African and African-Caribbean 
origins (including mixed race) and projects which support a range of ethnic groups where 
those of African and African-Caribbean origins comprise a major component. 

 
Age range 10-25 years: Grants will only be 
made in support of work benefitting young 
people aged between 10 and 25 years. The 
project for which you require funding does not 
have to work directly with young people within 
this age bracket but they must benefit as a 
result. 
 
Disadvantage: Applications should demonstrate that their target beneficiary group 
experiences significant disadvantage. This may be due to poverty, limited access to 
education or opportunities, a history of offending behaviour, caring responsibilities or any 
other form of disadvantage. 

An outbound activity course based outside 
London offering confidence and team-building to 
young black women from Southwark would be 
eligible if they could demonstrate having worked 
with this client group before. 
 

Example 

A project working with parents 
would be eligible for funding if it 
could demonstrate its benefit to 
their children (aged 10 – 25 years). 
 

Example 
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Themes 
 
All projects must link closely to the overarching aim of supporting the educational and personal 
development of the beneficiary group in its broadest sense. 
 
Your organisation/project must aim to achieve at least one of the following objectives: 
 

Eliminate barriers to education 
 

Encourage, motivate and inspire engagement in education 
 

Expose beneficiaries to new experiences and opportunities that will benefit their education 
 

Raise self-confidence and aspirations 
 

Develop ‘soft skills’ such as communication, planning, team work and leadership 
 
 

The costs we will cover 
 

The maximum grant we will award is £15,000 
 

You can apply to the Sojourner Trust for a maximum grant level of up to 25% of your 
annual expenditure (as shown in your most recent set of accounts) 

 

There is no minimum grant size 
 
 

We will provide funding for the following: 
 
 Revenue costs such as staffing costs, core costs and project costs 
 

 Small capital items such as minor refurbishment, materials, equipment and learning tools 
 
 

Examples of work we will fund 
 
These examples are by no means exhaustive, they merely highlight the wide range of concepts 
we consider to fall within the remit of ‘Education and Personal Development’. 
 

  

Mentoring and Peer - 

Mentoring schemes  

Projects providing alternatives to 
criminal behaviour 

Social skills development (e.g. 
anger management training) 

Help for young carers (those caring 
for sick or disabled family 

members) including respite care  

Sports and recreational activities 
providing new experiences and 

opportunities 

After-school/weekend/holiday 
clubs and support groups  

Building entrepreneurship Motivational activities Advice and emotional support 
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Exclusions 
 
 
The Trust will not make grants in support of the following: 
 

Work that does not encompass education, in its broadest sense, or personal development 
 

Projects that have no benefit to young people (aged 10 – 25 years) residing in one of the 
London boroughs of Lambeth, Southwark or Lewisham 

 

General appeals or mail shot requests for donations with no attempt to adhere to the 
guidelines set out in this document 

 

Expenditure that has already been incurred or will have been incurred by the time a grant 
is awarded by the Sojourner Trust 

 

Sole traders or limited companies where the governing documents allow the distribution of 
any profits 

 

Individuals, or organisations applying on their behalf 
 

Capital appeals for building or major refurbishment costs 

 

Local authorities and areas of work usually considered a statutory responsibility 
 

 Formal education as part of the National Curriculum 
 

Second-tier, grant-making or umbrella organisations that, by their very nature, do not 
provide a direct service to people in the community 

 

Environmental projects where the primary purpose is conservation of the environment 
 

Feasibility studies 
 

Overseas trips 
 

Animal welfare charities  

 

Academic research 
 

Promotion of any religion or political standpoint 
 

Work benefitting non-UK citizens 
 

 
 
The Trust is unlikely to fund the following: 
 

Larger, well-financed organisations experiencing widespread support 
 

Projects where the primary beneficiaries are not aged between 10 and 25 years (except if it 
can be demonstrated that children and/or young people indirectly benefit as a result; e.g. 
Parenting projects). 
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How to Apply 
 
Once you have read and understood the guidelines above and believe the work for which you 
require funding to be eligible for a grant, please follow the application process outlined below. 
 
 

Your application should include: 
 

A proposal (maximum four pages A4, minimum font size 11) covering the points given 
below 

 

 No additional materials at this stage 
 

(We may require your organisation’s financial records and other details in due course. We 
will contact you directly if we need these.) 
 

Organisation’s details 

1. Name of organisation 
 

2. Organisation’s legal status (e.g. registered charity, company 
limited by guarantee etc.) and registration numbers. 

 

3. Date organisation was established 
 

4. Address of organisation 
 

5. Website (if applicable) 
  

Contact details 

6. Name of contact 
 

7. Position in organisation 
 

8. Email address 
 

9. Telephone number 
  

Description 

10. Please describe your organisation, its objectives, activities and who 
it seeks to benefit. Give examples of your organisation’s success/ 
track record in recent years. 

 

11. Please describe the project or activities for which you require 
funding from the Sojourner Trust. Are these new or existing 
activities? Please show how this meets our funding criteria and 
relates to our themes (pages 3-4). 

 

12. How do you know there is a need for this work? Please describe 
how you know this (e.g. consultation with members of the 
community). 

 

13. If applicable, explain how volunteers or beneficiaries are involved 
in the running of the organisation/project. 

 

14. If possible, give examples of what members of the community, 
volunteers and/or beneficiaries have said about your organisation 
and its work. 

 

15. What difference would a Sojourner grant make to your 
organisation and those benefitting from your work? 
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Financial Information 

16. Please give your most recent annual income and expenditure. 
Please also provide the date of year end (e.g. “financial year 
ending 31st March 2010”) 

 

17. How much funding are you requesting from the Sojourner Trust? 
What costs will this cover? 

  

Budget 

18.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item Cost 

Example item 1 £Cost1 

Example item 2 £Cost2 

Example item 3 £Cost3 

Example item 4 £Cost4 

Total for project/proposed work £Total 

Amount requested from Sojourner £Request 

Amount already raised towards 
proposed work (if applicable) 

£Raised 

 

 

 
 

Submitting Your Application 

 
The deadline for applications to the Sojourner Trust is 16th December 2011. Applications received 
after this date will not be considered for funding. 
 
Applications should be submitted via email to:    
 

apply@thesojournertrust.org.uk 
 
 
If you do not have internet access, you can apply by sending a hard copy of your application to:  
 

Trust Administration 
The Sojourner Trust 
PO Box 313 
WOODBRIDGE 
IP12 9DE 

 
 
Please do not include your organisation’s report and accounts, a covering letter or any additional 
material. We simply require a four-page proposal, covering all of the points listed in the ‘How to 
Apply’ section, at this stage. 

 

 

5 

mailto:apply@thesojournertrust.org.uk
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What Will Happen to Your Application? 
 
 

Timescales 
 
In order to minimise costs, we cannot give detailed feedback to unsuccessful applicants. 
 

September 2011 – December 2011 

We are accepting applications between the dates of 19th 
September 2011 and 16th December 2011. Any requests 
submitted outside this timeframe will not be considered 
and there will be no further funding rounds. 

  

December 2011 – January 2012 

We will endeavour to acknowledge receipt of your 
proposal within two weeks of receiving it. If you do not 
hear from us within this time, please contact our 
administration team. 

  

January 2012 – March 2012 

Eligible applications are then filtered in two stages. Our 
administrators give careful consideration to a wide range 
of factors and it is at this point that we may request 
further information. 

  

March 2012 – April 2012 
The ‘shortlisted’ applicants will then be visited before final 
decisions are made by the Sojourner Trustees. 

  
April 2012 – May 2012 Grants are awarded. 

 
 

If you are awarded a grant… 
 
The entirety of the grant must be spent within one year of it being awarded. 
 
You will be required to provide evidence of how this funding has been used and the difference it 
has made to your work. We will contact you with details of our monitoring and evaluation 
requirements if/when this applies. 
 
 

Enquiries 
 
If you have read this document and you are still unsure 
as to whether your organisation is eligible to apply, 
please contact our administrative officer using the 
following contact details… 
 

Email:  apply@thesojournertrust.org.uk 

Tel:   0333 210 0170 

mailto:apply@thesojournertrust.org.uk

